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Albert Cohen Receives First
Popov Prize
April 1995

Albert Cohen of the Université de Paris,
Dauphine, and ENSTA (Ecole Nationale
Supérieure des Techniques Avancées) is the
recipient of the first Vasil A. Popov Prize.
The newly established prize recognizes a
young
researcher
for
outstanding
contributions in approximation theory or a
related area. Cohen received the prize on
January 9 in College Station, Texas, during
the Eighth Texas International Conference on
Approximation Theory (Texas VIII). Another
conference highlight was a celebration of the
65th birthday of Ward Cheney of the
University of Texas at Austin.
Cohen's recent work has "emphasized the
connections between wavelet theory and
approximation, especially in the context of
nonlinear approximation”, says Ronald
DeVore of the University of South Carolina,
who chairs' the prize committee. Cohen's
plenary lecture at the Texas conference was
entitled "Nonlinear Wavelet Approximation
and Image Compression".
Cohen received a PhD in 1990 from: the
Université de Paris, Dauphine, under the
direction of Yves Meyer. His early research,
done jointly with Ingrid Daubechies, was on
the relation between wavelet theory and filter
banks used in signal processing. This
research "led to the design of certain filter
banks (related to biorthogonal wavelets) that
are widely used by engineers in image and
signal processing and provided a deeper
understanding of multi-resolution analysis

and refinement equations,” says DeVore.
Cohen
has
also
made
significant
contributions to the development of
multiscale methods for Euclidean domains
and to the construction of related numerical
algorithms, DeVore adds.
The Popov prize honors the memory of Vasil
A. Popov (1942-1990), the Bulgarian analyst
best known for his work in nonlinear
approximation. It will be awarded every
three years, at the Texas approximation
conference, to a researcher who received a
PhD no more than six years before the award
date. Contributions to the prize fund, in the
form of checks make out to “The Vasil A.
Popov Prize,” can be sent to Ronald DeVore,
Department of Mathematics, University of
South Carolina, Columbia, SC 29208.
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